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Abstract: The influence of globalization, waves of migration, and the use of English as a global 

language for communication are indisputable. The present research aims to illustrate how these 

processes reflect on the contemporary Bulgarian anthroponymicon and to comment on the 

changes observed within the name pool.  
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Resumen: La influencia de la globalización, las corrientes migratorias y el uso del inglés como 

idioma global de comunicación son innegables. El objetivo principal de esta investigación es 

ilustrar cómo estos procesos se reflejan en el léxico antroponimico búlgaro contemporáneo y 

comentar los cambios observados en el conjunto de nombres.  
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This concise article briefly introduces the main idea, aims, and methods of investigation, 

as well as the results of a socio-onomastic study on the names of newborn children in the largest 

Bulgarian cities at the beginning of the 21st century, presented in the monographic work entitled 

Bulgarian First Names Today. The information studied is based on official statistical data from 

the National Statistical Institute (NSI) of the Republic of Bulgaria for 2008 and 2018 (Choleva-

Dimitrova, Dancheva, Vlahova-Angelova, Petkova, 2024). In the book's introduction, the 

socio-linguistic approach used is developed, and the combined statistical and linguistic methods 

for the synchronous socio-onomastic study of personal names are illustrated. 

The rest of the content is divided into four chapters: 

– Naming trends at the beginning of the 21st century (dedicated to name fashions for newborns 

and the dynamics of preferences in geographical and temporal aspects), 

– Contemporary trends in the formation of first names at the beginning of the 21st century 

(including theoretical observations on current word-formation processes), 

– Foreign language influences and name variation at the beginning of the 21st century (focused 

on the influence of foreign languages on names, the reflection of globalization on the 

internationalization of the Bulgarian personal name system, and variability in personal names), 

and 

– Boundary phenomena in contemporary Bulgarian anthroponymy (discussing onomastic 

innovations in Bulgarian first names). 

 

The point of departure of the analysis is the idea that urbanization, globalization, and 

glocalization – as fundamental processes unfolding in Europe and motivating linguistic changes 

– also cause alterations in the field of anthroponymy. It is an attempt to answer the question of 

how globalization and migration shape anthroponymic tastes and to determine the new 

repertoire of names. 

The general conclusion of the study is that, at its core, the contemporary Bulgarian name 

pool has retained its traditional character to a significant degree. This is confirmed by the fact 

that most of the highest-frequency anthroponyms are somehow linked to traditions inherited 

from the past. Innovations are mostly found among onyms with less common or very rare usage 

(Choleva-Dimitrova, Vlahova-Angelova, Dancheva, Petkova, 2021). 
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Another feature observed is that new trends in the name-giving process tend to appear 

first in the capital city of Sofia and subsequently in other cities studied – Plovdiv, Varna, Pleven, 

Veliko Tarnovo, Rousse, Stara Zagora, and Blagoevgrad. 

The results may be particularly useful for specialists studying fluctuations in onymical 

systems. From a comparative perspective, it can be confidently stated that the changes in 

anthroponymicons are similar and are caused by comparable factors. The most influential of 

these is the dominance of English as a global language and universal tool in communication. 

The research was conducted under the project Personal Names in Bulgaria at the 

Beginning of the 21st Century (2020 – 2023) by scholars from the Institute for Bulgarian 

Language at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Onomastics Section, funded by the National 

Science Fund of the Republic of Bulgaria. 
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