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Abstract: This article aims to investigate whether a set of Czech first names is perceived
as typical of urban or rural areas by inhabitants of the Moravian-Silesian Region, a
distinctive post-industrial area located in the Czech Republic borderlands. It seeks to
understand whether this perception is consistent with official census data or influenced
by stereotypes and personal experiences. The research draws on the notion of onomastic
knowledge (Seide, 2021a; 2021b), which posits that a speaker’s knowledge about
personal names is built through experiences, beliefs, and memories, and may diverge from
scientific knowledge based on official census data. To this end, an online questionnaire
was developed and distributed via Microsoft Forms. It contained a list of names (18 male
and 25 female names), each of which accompanied with a Likert scale with the
alternatives “city,” “village,” and “neutral,” for the respondents to report their perceptions
about each name. The names were selected through a complex four-stage, statistically
informed procedure. The responses provided by 127 participants were analysed, most of
them women (69%) and aged 21-30 years old (55%). The findings show that respondents’
perceptions and census data converge for 44% of the female names and 50% of the male
names. While such a convergence indicates that the speakers’ onomastic knowledge may
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relate to actual data, the divergence points to the influence of stereotypes, such as the
association of traditional or religious names with rural areas. This study is expected to
inspire researchers to carry out further investigations on the subject and possibly help
future parents make informed choices of names based on their social and cultural aspects.

Keywords: name perception, rural areas, urban areas, onomastic knowledge, quantitative
onomastics

Resumo: Este artigo visa investigar se um conjunto de prenomes checos ¢ percebido
como pertencente a areas urbanas ou a areas rurais pelos habitantes da Regido da
Moravia-Silésia, uma area pos-industrial situada na zona fronteiri¢a da Republica Checa.
O estudo investiga se essa percep¢do estd em consonancia com os dados estatisticos
oficiais ou se ¢ influenciada por esteredtipos e experiéncias pessoais. A investigagao
baseou-se no conceito de conhecimento onomastico (Seide, 2021a; 2021b), partindo do
pressuposto de que o conhecimento dos falantes sobre os nomes proprios € construido
através de experiéncias, crengas ¢ memorias, podendo divergir do conhecimento
cientifico sustentado por dados estatisticos. Para alcangar esse objetivo, foi elaborado um
questionario online aplicado pelo Microsoft Forms. O questionario continha uma lista de
nomes (18 masculinos e 25 femininos), cada qual acompanhado por uma escala Likert
com as alternativas “cidade”, “aldeia” e “neutro”, de modo a convidar os respondentes a
descreverem as suas percep¢des sobre cada nome. Os nomes investigados foram
selecionados com base num procedimento estatistico complexo de quatro etapas. As
respostas fornecidas por 127 participantes foram analisadas, provenientes,
maioritariamente, de mulheres (69%) e de jovens de 21 a 30 anos (55%). Os resultados
mostram que, para 44% dos nomes femininos e 50% dos nomes masculinos, houve
convergéncia entre a percecao dos respondentes e os dados estatisticos oficiais. Enquanto
essa convergéncia indica que o conhecimento onomastico dos falantes pode estar
respaldado em evidéncias, a divergéncia evidencia a influéncia de esteredtipos, como a
associacdo de nomes tradicionais ou religiosos a areas rurais. Espera-se que esta
investigacdo inspire novos estudos sobre o tema, incluindo a possibilidade de ajudar
futuros pais na escolha de nomes com base nos seus aspectos sociais e culturais.

Palavras-chave: percepcdo de nomes, 4areas rurais, areas urbanas, conhecimento
onomastico, onomastica quantitativa

Introduction

The fact that people think of a certain name as either rural or urban has always
entailed evident connotations. In Czech literature, especially in 19th-century works,
“rural names” are usually associated with the idea of a “healthy,” yet “uneducated” and
“rough,” rural individual. Conversely, the so-called urban names are usually perceived as
characterizing members of “higher” social classes (Knappova, 2017: 30). Nowadays,

“rural name” and “urban name” do not persist in onomastic literature as specific terms,
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but the concepts seem to remain deep-rooted in people’s mental schemas (Bfezinova,
2021). These tendencies could be based on the (past) existence of rural/urban repertoires
in Czech Republic (Knappova, 1989). In this context, this article aims to investigate
whether a set of Czech names identified as rural or urban (based on census data) is also
perceived as such by Czech people from the Moravian-Silesian Region.

In 1965, in Zpravodaj Mistopisné komise CSAV (the Bulletin of the Onomastic
Committee of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences), the authors mentioned a student,
Ludmila Spankova, who sought to examine the motivation behind the choice of given
names. They used the opportunity to ask readers to send in their given names and
surnames, dates and places of birth, the motivations for their given names, and their
parents’ names and marital status (CSAV, 1965: 183). This contribution is a sample of a
growing interest in exploring the social aspects underlying the choice of given names.
Marie Slajsova followed up with an analysis of first names in her study Kiestni jména v
chodskych vsich, jak je uvadi berni rula [Given Names in the Region of Chodsko, as
Recorded in the Land Tax Register], which primarily examined the distribution of names
across individual villages. She did not find any local idiosyncrasies, but rather similarities
within surrounding villages (Slajsova, 1965: 259).

Since the 1970s, the leading figure in Czech anthroponomastics has been
Miloslava Knappova. She is well-known for her book Jak se bude jmenovat? [What Will
His/Her Name Be?], first published in 1978, with a 2nd edition in 1985, and later
published under the title Jak se bude Vase dité jmenovat? [What Will Your Child Be
Named?] in 1996, with 2nd edition in 1999, 3rd edition in 2006, 4th and 5th editions in
2010, and 6th edition in 2017. In the late 1970s, Knappova began to show a strong interest
in the social functioning of given names, publishing the articles Jazykovad kultura a

spolecenské fungovani rodnych jmen [Linguistic Culture and the Social Functioning of
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Given Names] (Knappova, 1977), Ideologické a socialni aspekty antroponomastiky
[Ideological and Social Aspects of Anthroponomastics] (Knappova, 1978a), and Socidlni
podminénost volby rodného jména v slovanskych jazycich [The Social Conditioning of
Given Name Choice in Slavic Languages] (Knappova, 1978b), in the last of which she
devoted special attention to the social aspects that significantly influence name choices.

Knappova’s articles have significantly influenced the development of Czech
socio-onomastics (Sramek, 2007: 388—399). In Rodné jméno v jazyce a spolecnosti [The
Given Name in Language and Society], Knappova (1989) examined the status of personal
names and their functioning within Czech society. This monograph was one of the first
socio-linguistically oriented works on given names in Central Europe (Sramek, 1991:
299-303). Her research showed that some names appeared exclusively in specific areas,
which brings it close to the topic of the present article. For instance, names of Slavic
origin were very frequent in the past, occurring significantly in rural areas
(e.g., Kvétoslava). In rural areas, the repertoire of names has changed very slowly and
showed significant differences from that used in the cities up to the 19th century
(Knappova, 1989: 80-81). Knappova’s insights are used to interpret the findings of the
present study (see Section 4).

Another important figure in the study of Czech personal names is Jana Pleskalova,
who based her research on historical sources. In her monograph Vyvoj viastnich jmen
osobnich v ceskych zemich v letech 1000-2010 [The Development of Personal Names in
the Czech Lands from 1000 to 2010], she, too, pointed to significant differences between
the repertoires of given names in rural and urban areas (Pleskalova, 2011). However,
considering Knappova (1989: 90-92), these differences allegedly vanished gradually over
the course of the 20th century, mainly due to the progressive nature of the given names

used by the inhabitants of Prague.
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The present article challenges Knappova’s (1989) assumption by hypothesizing
that it is still possible to determine whether a name is more rural or urban by using census
data. It also endeavours to tap into a persistent perception of rural/urban names in current
times, one originating from earlier historical developments, as outlined above. During our
previous research into parents’ motivations for choosing a given name, we encountered
comments and statements that reflect ingrained notions about certain names. For example,
it was argued that a particular name evoked an image of someone living in a village

(Btezinova, 2021), as observed in the following comment:

Na vesnici je také prejirkovano. Uz stacilo, kdyz se rikalo starej, mladej...
Nevim, jak by se Fikalo nejmladsimu [ There are too many Georges in the village
as well. It was enough when they said old George, young George... I don’t
know how they would call the youngest].?

These findings served as our motivation for taking the first steps toward the
research reported on in this article. We also drew on studies by Rodriguez (2020), who
conducted a survey about how Germans perceived a set of German first names; Fernandel
Juncal & Seide (2021), who focused on Brazilian and Spanish first name preferences; and
Bfezinova (2024), who, similarly to the present study, addressed the perception of

personal names in the village and in the city, but by using a different set of data.

Considering the varied nature of Czech regions in terms of their rural and urban
populations, we controlled this variable by focusing on one single area. We chose the
Moravian-Silesian Region due to its local specificity — it is largely seen as peripheral
because of its location in the Czech Republic borderlands. With black coal mines and
steelworks defining its landscape, it used to be called “the steal heart of the republic”;
however, the 1990s de-industrialisation caused its substantial depopulation, mostly due

to the lack of work opportunities and bad-quality environment. However, the population

2 This comment comes from a website: www.emimino.cz.


http://www.emimino.cz/
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decline seems to have ceased with an ongoing post-industrial transformation (Sobol,
2024; Szabo, 2024). Despite this area orientation, the original methodology in this article

is, mutatis mutandis, replicable to any other places.
1 Theoretical framework

While information about first names provided by official Czech census data® can
be considered evidence-based scientific knowledge, information stemming from Czech
people’s perception is grounded in their memories, beliefs, and personal experiences. In
this context, our study aims to compare scientific knowledge to the so-called onomastic

knowledge. Seide (2021a, 2021b) explains that onomastic knowledge

relates to a conception of language concerned with what speakers know about
language, as proposed by Coseriu (1985). The concept of onomastic
knowledge is also based on the notion of onomastic competence by Ortega-
Ojeda (1994) and the description of the semanticism of proper names by
Lépez-Franco (2014). (Seide, 2025)

Table 1 describes the components of the maximum onomastic knowledge of an
ideal speaker. For instance, Seide (2016a; 2021a) found out that in Brazil it is an improper
generalisation to conclude that an etymologically Christian first name is chosen for
religious reasons. The components of the onomastic knowledge that we investigated in
the present research are numbered 3, 8, and 10.

Table 1. Onomastic knowledge of the ideal speaker (adapted from Seide 2021a, 2021b)

1 procedural denominative meaning in everyday language (how proper names are used)
2 relationship between name and referent known or mentioned in everyday life

3 repertoire, i.€., set and types of known proper names

4 pronunciation of known names and supposed rules for pronouncing unknown names
5 spelling according to the orthographic rules of the language

6 grammatical information

7 constitution: how many lexical items a proper name can have

8 associative meaning formed according to the speaker’s experiences with the referents of the
names

9 emotional meaning

10 sociolinguistic factors

11 ethnosociocultural imaginaries

3 Register of the first names of Czech population up to the end of 2022.
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12 name giving process: who gives the name and when (it may include legal aspects of
official nomination)

13 motivation for naming (knowledge of the story of a name choice, why a particular name
was chosen)

14 usages and values of first names in the fictional world (literature, cinema, mini-series,
soap operas, games, etc.)

15 etymological and/or historical meaning

In this context, our research set out to measure to what extent the onomastic
knowledge of Czech speakers converges with the scientific knowledge about the
rural/urban nature of a set of first names. We assume that convergent results show that
people’s knowledge is “correct” — in the sense that it reflects the census reality — whereas
divergent results might be due to biased, stereotyped beliefs.

We started with the hypothesis that most findings will be convergent. To test it,
we conducted a survey based on an online questionnaire applied to a group of Czech
people. Their answers were quantitatively analysed according to the procedures described
in the next section.

2 Methodology

Our data analysis is quantitative in nature. In quantitative research, statisticians
assume that the behaviour of the sample is indicative of that of the population (Seide,
2016b: 1156). In our study, we technically work with two samples — a selection of
personal names and a sample of people (respondents of our survey).

The data was collected from the census information system maintained by the
Czech Statistical Office for the purposes of population statistics and the Basic Register of
Inhabitants, maintained by the Ministry of the Interior of Czech Republic. They contain
names, dates of birth, residence addresses, and other information about all citizens of the
Czech Republic and all foreigners with permanent/long-term residence or, in the case of

EU citizens, with temporary residence. In line with the focus of the paper, only the
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personal names of the Moravian-Silesian Region inhabitants were collected. To eliminate
floor effects, solely the names with more than 1,000 bearers were further investigated.
Next, we carried out a statistical analysis to find out whether a name was
significantly and relevantly rural/urban. To this end, we used a methodology designed to
quantify the keyness of a word (cf. Scott & Tribble, 2006). We considered the total rural
occurrences of the selected male/female names (= those with more than 1,000 bearers),
the total urban occurrences, the test corpus size (= the rural occurrences of all names
studied), and the reference corpus size (= the urban occurrences of all names studied).
Using the data exemplified in Table 2, we applied the chi-square test, with significance
set at 0.05. If the rural/urban difference turned out to be statistically significant, we then
calculated the DIN (Difference Index), a relevance measure developed for keyword

analysis (Cvrcek, 2019). The DIN value is based on relative frequencies, namely:

fe _fu
DIN =100 x B—U
fr  fu
RTT

In the formula, fz stands for the frequency of a name in rural areas, f; for the
frequency of a name in urban areas, R for the test corpus size (= rural occurrences), and
U for the reference corpus size (= urban occurrences). A DIN value of 100 indicates that
a name occurs in rural areas only, whether a DIN value of -100 value means that a name

is confined to urban areas.

Subsequently, we excluded the names that had tiny shares on the distributions of

the statistically significant names. We worked with four lists separately:

a) male names with significant differences in their rural/urban distributions with

positive DIN values (preferably rural names),
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b) male names with significant differences in their rural/urban distributions with

negative DIN values (preferably urban names),

c¢) female names with significant differences in their rural/urban distributions with

positive DIN values (preferably rural names),

d) female names with significant differences in their rural/urban distributions with

negative DIN values (preferably urban names).

The selection threshold was set up at 1%, i.e., only the names with at least 1%
share in their respective lists entered the survey. Moreover, to ensure the relevance of the
names selected, a minimum DIN value was established at 8 to include only the names
that are typical of a given environment (urban/rural). All calculations were performed
using software Calc, available at the Czech National Corpus website (Cvrcek, 2021). The

entire selection procedure is summed up in Figure 1.

DIN >8
1%+ share ~|:
i g——l
significant
1,000+ bearers 1%- share
statistically
insignificant
1,000- bearers

Figure 1. Process of name selection for the questionnaires. Red fields stand for the name-

excluding threshold.
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Table 2. Example contingency table for Marie [Mary].

Rural Urban
Frequency of Marie 4,548 15,383
Total of occurrences 100,819 | 405,851

As mentioned above, Table 2 exemplifies the procedure by reporting on the data
for Marie [Mary]. The chi-square test yields the statistic of 111, with a p-value far lower
than 0.05. It means that there is a probability much lower than 5% that the difference
between the frequencies of the name Marie in rural areas and in urban areas was the
product of mere chance. The significance of such a difference indicates that the analysis

should continue for that name. The DIN value for Marie is as follows:

4548 15,383
100,819 ~ 405,851

4548 15383
100,819 T 205,851

DIN = = 8.682.

Therefore, the name Marie is part of the list of the statistically significant female names
with positive DIN values (group C), which totals 134,366 occurrences. The share of

Marie in this group is as follows:

_ 4,548 + 15,383
share(Marie) = 134366 = 0.148,

equalling almost 15%, which is above our 1% share criterion. Moreover, its DIN value is
slightly above our relevance threshold (DIN = 8). Thus, the name Marie is considered

statistically significantly and relevantly rural.

Having the names selected as explained above, we conducted our survey in May
2025. To avoid revealing the research purpose, we used a neutral title for the questionnaire

— “Geography of First Names”.* Respondents were asked to state their gender, age, place

4 The questionnaire can be found in Attachment 1.

10
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of birth, place of residence, and the longest period of residence. Then, using a Likert scale,
they were asked to indicate where, in their opinion, the bearer of a given name lives
(“Where do you think the bearer of the given name lives?””). Respondents had 3 options:

99 ¢¢

“village,” “city,” and “neutral,” the last of which being included to avoid forced answers
that could compromise the results. The names were randomly sorted using an online

generator. The questionnaire was distributed via Microsoft Forms, with links sent by

email or WhatsApp in a snowball technique that started with the first author’s contacts.

To determine which names from our questionnaire show statistically significant
inclinations towards any of the three options, we used the chi-square test again to assess
how much a given distribution of answers (rural, neutral, urban) differs from the balanced
distribution (the goodness-of-fit testing).’ If the deviation from this balanced distribution
proved to be statistically significant, we also explored relevance, as expressed by
Cramer’s V, which indicates whether the differences are substantial enough to be analysed
(Bobbit, 2024).

3 Results

In total, 107 female names and 90 male names with more than 1,000 bearers were
found in the Moravian-Silesian Region. Out of these, 59 female names and 61 male names
are statistically significantly differently distributed in the urban and rural areas. Upon
applying the last two criteria (1% share and DIN > 8), we included a final total of 27
female names and 18 male names in the questionnaire.

A total of 161 respondents participated in the survey, 127 of whom stated that the
Moravian-Silesian Region was the place with their longest period of residence. We

continued our analyses with the answers of only these 127 respondents.

5 Balanced distribution = 127 responses divided by 3 options (rural, neutral, urban). For the number of the
respondents finally included in the analysis, see the Results section.

11
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Out of the 127 respondents selected for analysis, 69% were female, 30% were
male, and 1% did not indicate gender, with a moderate prevalence (55%) of participants
aged 21-30. This prevalence was mainly due to the age of the first author, who distributed
the questionnaire mostly to her peers. However, as the average age of mothers in Czech
Republic is 30.5 years (CSO, 2025), representatives of the 21-30 age group may provide
us with the perception of personal names from the viewpoint of future parents. The second
largest age group was 11-20 years old (23%). The remaining age groups participated in
the survey rather limitedly: 9% for 31-40 years old, 7% for 41-50 years old, and 5% for
over 50 years old.

The subsequent analyses focused on comparing the perception of personal names
(questionnaire, hereafter Q) and the census data of the Czech Statistical Office
(population, hereafter P).

3.1 Female names

The census data and the questionnaire data converged for 11 out of 25 names
(44%; see Table 3 for the full results). This outcome runs counter to our expectations, as
we hypothesised that most results would be convergent. Therefore, stereotyping seems to
play a considerable role in the perception of female names.

Only five names that are more given in rural areas are also perceived as such:
Alzbéta, Anezka, Ludmila, Marie, and Vendula (with the last not being perceived
decisively as rural, since its distribution does not deviate significantly from the balanced
distribution). Ludmila has appeared in Kaysel Menegaldo (in press) and been consistently
marked as a rural name; its countryside characteristic is strengthened by the fact that it is
a Slavic compound (i.e., a first name containing more than one Slavic lexical root). Marie
is also perceived as a rural name in Kaysel Menegaldo (in press). Although the
occurrences of AlZbéta and AneZka have increased in recent years, they are often referred

12
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to in internet discussions as old/traditional, religion-grounded names, which seems to be
the reasoning that evokes people’s perception of them as village/rural.

Six names were perceived to have an urban connotation, and census data suggests
that they are more likely to be given in the city, too: Denisa, Kristina, Laura, Nikola,
Renata, and Soria. Denisa and Nikola® had been part of the urban name repertoire in the
past and has also been perceived as urban names in Kaysel Menegaldo (in press). Denisa
also appeared in Kaysel Menegaldo’s research as a name that is perceived as Romani, and
it is possible that the fact that Romas tend to live in city peripheries may have contributed
to its perception as urban. Laura was the 9th most popular name in 2024 according to
CSO (Czech Statistical Office) statistics, and it is possible that respondents associate
trendy names with city populations. Rendta, Sona, and Kristina were not in the top 100
names in the Czech Republic in 2024, but they have a certain trait of modernity (a modern
connotation), which may have placed them among urban names in the respondents’
minds, too. Moreover, Kristina is a name of Slovak origin, and Slovaks tend to
concentrate in cities, whereto they have immigrated due to work opportunities. However,
the same logic was not followed in other names (see below, e.g., Mdaria).

Divergences were of three types: (a) names that are rural, but people perceive them
as urban; (b) names that are rural, but people perceive them as urban; (c¢) names that are
either rural or urban, but people perceive them as neutral.

Table 3. Results for the female names (in descending alphabetical order, with English

translations wherever possible). R = rural, U = urban, Significance? = whether the distribution of
the options chosen in the questionnaire significantly differs from the balanced distribution.

Name Population DIN Questionnaire Significance? Cramer’s V | Agreement
Alzbéta [Elisabeth] R 8.628 R YES 0.310 YES
Amalie [Amelia] R 18.735 U YES 0.200 NO
Anezka [Agnes) R 22.875 R YES 0.485 YES
Dagmar U -10.556 R NO — NO

® To be precise, in Knappova’s research, it was the name Nikol that was part of the urban repertoire
(Knappova, 1989: 87).

13




Onomastica desde América Latina, v.7, janeiro - dezembro, 2026 p. 1 — 26. ISSN 2675-2719

Danuse U -12.388 R YES 0.184 NO
Denisa [Denise] U 9.794 U YES 0.522 YES
Eliska R 9.281 N YES 0.189 NO
Ema [Emma] R 11.932 U YES 0.460 NO
Julie [Julia] R 14.628 U YES 0.340 NO
Kvétoslava U -10.094 R YES 0.799 NO
Laura U -8.872 U YES 0.793 YES
Ludmila R 11.392 R YES 0.727 YES
Magdaléna R 15.158 N YES 0.271 NO
Marie [Mary] R 8.682 R YES 0.484 YES
Maria [Mary] U -25.36 R YES 0.623 NO
Nadezda U -8.195 R YES 0.392 NO
Nikola [Nicole] U -8.424 U YES 0.533 YES
Olga U -11.312 R NO — NO
Radka R 9.602 N NO - NO
Renata U -13.59 U YES 0.163 YES
Sorna [Sonia] U -8.007 U YES 0.217 YES
Sarka U -8.553 N YES 0.257 NO
Vendula R 14.742 R NO - YES
Zaneta [Jeannette] U -9.923 R NO - NO

The first type of disagreements was R(P) x U(Q), which concerned the first names
Amalie, Ema, and Julie. Our tentative explanation is the rising popularity of the so-called
old Czech (= Baroque, in fact) names nowadays, which is linked to the city, perceived as
the trend-setting environment (Knappova, 2017: 22-25). For example, Ema and Julie are
ranked 7th and 11th in the 2024 CSO (Czech Statistical Office) statistics.

The second type of disagreement was U(P) x R(Q), i.e., names that are urban, but
people perceive them as rural: Dagmar, Danuse, Kvétoslava, Maria, Nadeézda, Olga, and
Zaneta. The perception of the name Kvétoslava as rural may relate to the ending
component -slava, which forms several of the so-called national names (Pleskalova, 2011:
141) that are usually connected with the countryside (Btfezinova, 2021). Nevertheless,
what connects all these names is their stereotypical attribution to elderly women, which
points to a deep-rooted pattern “old = village”. On the other hand, the respondents did not
take into account the fact that Maria is a name of Slovak origin, the same as Kristina, and

is thus typical of the city environment (for the reasons stated above). Finally, the results

14
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for Dagmar and Zaneta are unconvincing, as their rural perception is rather weak, which
is reflected in their answer distributions not deviating significantly from the balanced
distribution.

The third and last type of disagreement was twofold: R(P) X N(Q), i.e., names that
are rural, but people perceive them as neutral (Eliska, Magdaléna, Radka), and
U(P) x N(Q), i.e., names that are urban, but people perceive them as neutral (Sdrka).
Some of these names have experienced an ongoing process of newly acquired popularity
(e.g., Eliska and Magdaléna), whereas Radka appears to be a tough nut to crack for the
respondents, as its neutral position is not strong (its distribution does not differ
significantly from the balanced distribution). Labelling a name as neutral may thus reflect
a respondent’s hesitation and confusion.

3.2 Male names

Agreement between questionnaire data and census data was 50% for the male
names (specifically, 9 out of 18 names; see Table 4 for full results). This case does not
corroborate our hypothesis either, as matches and mismatches are equally represented.

The names on which the respondents agreed with the census were Antonin,
Jaromir, Josef, Marcel, Michael, Patrik, René, Robert, and Viclav. Four names are more
frequently given in rural areas and perceived as such by the respondents: Antonin,
Jaromir, Josef, and Viclav. Except for Jaromir, all of them appeared in Kaysel
Menegaldo (in press) and earlier in Knappova (1989: 88), both of whom also identified
them as part of the rural repertoire. In particular, Josef figured prominently as a rural name
in Bfezinova (2024). The perception of Jaromir as rural may result from the fact that it is
a Slavic compound, which is usually associated with countryside preferences.

The personal names which are more given in the cities and perceived as such by

the respondents were Marcel, Michael, Patrik, René, and Robert. Michael appeared as
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part of the urban repertoire in Kaysel Menegaldo (in press) and earlier in Knappova
(1989: 87). Additionally, out of the top 100 names, Robert, Michael and Patrik ranked
85th, 50th, and 28th in the 2024 statistic. As in the case of Laura above, it seems that
trendiness contributes to the explanations of the choices of city inhabitants. As for Marcel
and René, their rarer occurrences (they do not appear in the top 100) may have
paradoxically played a role, too, as city inhabitants tend to be more open to
experimentation. Moreover, the distribution of Marcel was very close to the balanced
distribution, which challenges its urban characteristic.

Three types of disagreement were found for the male names: a) the name is rural
in the population, but perceived as urban by respondents; b) the name is urban in the
population, but perceived as rural by respondents; and c) the name is rural in the
population, but perceived as neutral by respondents.

Table 4. Results for the male names (in descending alphabetical order, with English

translations wherever possible). R = rural, U = urban, Significance? = whether the distribution of
the options chosen in the questionnaire significantly differs from the balanced distribution.

Name Population| DIN | Questionnaire | Significance? | Cramer’s V | Agreement
Antonin [Anthony] R 15.311 R YES 0.392 YES
Dusan U -8.509 R YES 0.349 NO
Ivan U -20.952 R YES 0.352 NO
Jan [John] U -29.236 R YES 0.454 NO
Jaromir R 9.343 R YES 0.321 YES
Josef [Joseph] R 10.999 R YES 0.468 YES
Jozef [Joseph] U -28.095 R YES 0.686 NO
Marcel U -9.492 U NO — YES
Matéj [Matthew] R 9.213 N NO - NO
Michael U -10.136 U YES 0.386 YES
Patrik [Patrick] U -8.367 U YES 0.471 YES
Radek R 8.088 N YES 0.294 NO
René U -12.842 U YES 0.345 YES
Robert U -14.252 U YES 0.343 YES
Simon [Simon] R 15.949 U YES 0.226 NO
Stépdn [Stephen] R 15.311 N YES 0.191 NO
Viclav R 10.274 R YES 0.336 YES
Vojtéch R 8.292 N YES 0.252 NO

The first type of disagreement — R(P) x U(Q) — is represented by Simon. This may

be because respondents are ahead of time and predict a surge of popularity for this name,
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which fits well within the scope of the comeback of “old Czech” names, as mentioned
above. The second type — U(P) x R(Q) — occurred in the cases of Dusan, Ivan, Jan, and
Jozef. For Jan and Jozef, it is likely that respondents perceived them as identical to the
names Jan and Josef respectively, neglecting the fact that they may reflect the Slovak
minority living in the cities (the same occurred for Maria, see above). Dusan and Ivan
are mostly associated with the elderly, which seems to indicate that the respondent’s

perception is a product of the stereotype “old = village”, as mentioned before.

The third type is R(P) x N(Q), i.e., the name is factually rural, but respondents
could not determine their place distribution; it concerned Matéj, Radek, Stépdn, and
Vojtech. Except for Matej (whose answer distribution does not differ significantly from
the balanced distribution), the motivations are varied. For instance, Stépdn and Vojtéch
may be seen as products of the new popularity wave of “old Czech” names (as seen in
case of Eliska, too, and predicted for Simon above), while Radek may be considered
uninspired, not possessing any trait that would help respondents decide about its

characteristics.

The matches for the male names are slightly higher than those for the female
names, but the types of mismatches are very similar in both groups. The most common
divergence for both the genders was the perception of urban names as rural. This is the
case, for example, of Kvétoslava, which is of Slavic origin and was part of the rural
repertoire in the past, but is now more common in the city; however, it is still labelled as
rural. A specific issue is the Slovak equivalents of Czech names, such as Jozef and Maria
— they may be attributable to the Slovak minority in the cities, but they are probably
compared with the Czech variants (Marie, Josef) and therefore perceived as rural. Thus,

respondents did not always consider the characteristic of the Moravian-Silesian Region,
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which had witnessed several waves of immigration in the past, mostly due to its
heavy industry.

4 Final remarks

Our findings did not confirm our hypothesis that convergence between census data
and survey data would prevail. The matches were 44% for the female names and 50% for
the male names, which seems to uncover a substantial role played by name-related
stereotypes. In other words, the speaker’s onomastic knowledge in our sample is to a
certain extent biased and influenced by several factors. Yet, it is possible to determine
four trends in labelling names:

a) associating the city with trendiness and experimentation (e.g., Laura, René,

Michael, Patrik),

b) associating old age with rurality (e.g., Kvétoslava, Dusan),

c) mixed reflection of the comeback of “old Czech” names (e.g., Ema, Julie vs.
Eliska, Vojtech),

d) ignorance of the complex immigration history of the Moravian-Silesian
Region (i.e., classifying the Slovak-origin names, typical of the cities, mostly
as rural — Maria, Jan, Jozef).

To conclude, this study provides insights that may be beneficial for the
methodological development of Comparative Anthroponomastics (Seide, 2020). Besides,
our findings may serve as an inspiration for future parents if/once they are provided with
catalogues of names presenting their socio-onomastic aspects (unlike the traditional

catalogues, which usually focus on etymology).

However, our investigation is limited in several ways. It reflects the situation in
one single region as perceived by a rather small, gender-biased sample. It is difficult to

assess the consequences of the female prevalence in the research sample (69%), but it
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would be worth reconducting the study with a more equal gender representation.
Moreover, our article introduces a novel methodology that needs to be thoroughly tested
and refined before applied in large-scale research. It is also open to debate whether the
thresholds set in this study were too strict, as they resulted in the exclusion of some well-
known common names (e.g., Anna). Once these issues have been properly addressed and
more research has been conducted, a follow-up review can point out whether our findings

are region-specific, or have a universal disposition, too.
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Attachment 1: Questionnaire Geography of first names

1. pohlavi (gender) * [T}
O muZ (man)
Q Zena (woman)

O bez odpovédi (no answer)

2. vék (age) * [0}

O 1120
O 2130
O 3140
O #4150
() 51-60

O 60 a vice (and more)

3. misto narozeni (place of birth); obec (municipality), kraj (disctrict) *

)

Enter your answer

4. misto bydlisté (place of residence); obec (municipality), kraj (disctrict) * [T}

Enter your answer

5. nejdelsi doba pobytu (the longest period of stay); obec (municipality), kraj (disctrict) * [T}

Enter your answer
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V Ukolech 6, 7 a 8 prosim zaznacte, kde podle Vas Zije nositel daného jména.

In tasks 6, 7 and 8, please indicate where you believe the person with the given name lives.
6. Zenska jména (female names) 1/2 * [I)

venkov (village) neutral mésto (city)

O

Dagmar

Nikola

Marie

Radka

Denisa

Sora

Vendula

Eligka

Renéta

Laura

Anezka

OO 00 00000 00O
OO OO0 00000 0 0
OO0 OO0 0000 00O OO 0

Maria

7. Zenska jména (female names) 2/2 * [T}

venkov (village) neutral mésto (city)
Ludmila O O O
Amalie O O O
Olga O O O
Julie O QO O
Maqdaléna O O O
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Kvétoslava O O O
Kristina O o o
Nadézda O O O
Sarka O O O
Eme O O O
Alzbéta @) O O
Zaneta O O O
Danuse O o o
8. muZska jména (male names) 1/1 * [I}
venkov (village) neutral mésto (city)
Simon O O O
Ivan O O O
Patrik O O O
Duzan O O O
Jozet o O O
Marcel O O O
Robert O O O
Vojtéch O O O
René O O O
Stépan O O O
Matgj O O O
Vaclav O O O
sin O O O
Michael O O O
Josef O O @)
Radek O O O
Antonin O O O
Jaromir O O O



